
Masks 



Masks 
Masks play a part in almost every culture on the planet 

from ancient Aztec, medieval European festivals, 
Japanese opera and American horror films.   



Masks 
Throughout history masks have had many different uses. 

How many different uses can you think of?  



Religious Masks 
Many religions around the world have used masks, 

sometimes to hide the identity of the wearer other times 
to make people fear or respect the wearer. 

Ancient Aztec masks about 
2500 year old. 

Religious masks from Nepal 
about 100 years old. 



Religious Masks 

Masks from Africa about 
100 years old. 

Masks from Alaskan Indians 
about 200 years old 

Religious masks can take many different shapes             
and designs. 



Festival Masks 

Mask From Switzerland Indonesian Dance mask 

In many countries masks play an important roll in 
ceremonies and festivals  



Festival Masks 

Tibetan festival mask 
about 100 years old 



Festival Masks 

Mask from India A Costume ball mask from 
Italy 



Festival Masks 

Mardi Gra mask from 
Mexico 

Devil mask from Mexico 



Theatre Masks 
Masks have been used in theatre all around the world, 

some are very simple other are extremely complex.  

Japanese theatre masks 
made from wood and 
crushed oyster shells 

Japanese theatre masks 
made from wood and 
crushed oyster shells 



War Masks 
Masks have often been used in war often to protect the 

wearer but also to strike fear into your enemy.  

J 



Masquerade - Venice 
Worn to balls and carnivals to keep the wearer 
anonymous. It was also an opportunity to show off your 
creativity and wealth.  



Ceremonial Masks - 
Africa 

Part of a ceremonial costume, 
used in religious and social 
events to represent either 
ancestors or the forces of 
good and evil. They are said to 
come alive in the performance 
of dance. 



Mempo, Samurai warrior 
mask - Japan 

Facial armor worn by the Samurai warriors, to 
protect them and intimidate their enemies. 



The history of Venetian masks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJ6mvq5V2IU


Bauta 
The Bauta mask was usually worn by men; sometimes 
Kings and Princes. 

The idea was to allow the men to be able to break 
rules without anyone knowing who they were.  

The wearer wouldn’t speak whilst wearing this mask. 



Colombina 
The Colombina was mainly worn by women. 

The women who wore this masks would usually have 
a big personality and wanted to show off. 

Do you think the wearer would be attractive?  

  



Medico della Peste 
The Medico della Peste is also known as the Plague 
Doctor Mask. 

The mask is worn to intimidate and scare people.  

Why would a Doctor have worn this during the 
Plague? 

  



Video on history of Venetian 
masks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJ6mvq5V2IU


The colour wheel is made up of 3 structures: 
Primary 

Secondary 
Tertiary 

 

The Colour Wheel 



RED 
Power, 

attention 
and energy. 

GREEN 
Calm, 

strength 
and sporty 

WHITE 
confident
clean and 

pure 

BLUE 
Loyal, 

trusting 
and 

creative 

PINK 
Upbeat, 
healthy 

and 
friendly 

SILVER 
classy, 

prestigious 
and 

scientific 

ORANGE 

enthusiastic 
successful 
and chatty 

BLACK 
Elegance, 
authority 

and 
mystery 

 

GOLD 
Wisdom, 
class and 
prestige. 

http://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0165/4414/products/CI_K_F_3_1024x1024.jpg?v=1414082067


2 different ways to make a mask 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qEt3DhILTA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8Zl0plEXQo





