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Birtenshaw College has achieved Fair Train’s Work Experience Quality      

Standard at Gold Level.          

One of the college’s main focuses over the last 18 months has been to increase 

the number of local employers able to offer meaningful work experience          

opportunities to learners with SEND so that their chances of achieving voluntary 

or paid employment after they leave college are increased.  Finding such     

placements is not easy due to the barriers that some learners face,  however, 

having worked with a variety of agencies, the college has so far secured     

placements with 18 employers thus enabling learners to gain real work skills in 

sectors such as business administration, animal care, catering and hospitality, 

building maintenance and retail. 

The Fair Train assessment process looked at the processes the college has in 

place to ensure placements are safe and suitable and the impact on outcomes 

for learners. 

Feedback received stated that “the self-assessment and supporting evidence 

you provided were comprehensive, impressive and very thorough, and the     

procedures you have in place ensure that all your work placements operate at a 

high standard. We were particularly impressed with the awareness raising    

training that you offer to employers, the consistency achieved by having LSAs 

accompanying your learners, and your commitment to achieving the best       

possible outcomes for all your learners”. 

Thank you to all our employers for providing invaluable opportunities for     

learners.  

 



Meet our local Police Community Support Officers  

Annette Lunt and Emma Hindley are local Police Community Support Officers who 

work in our community to keep us safe. They visited college and spent time with 

learners, answering questions and talking about the work that they do. Annette and 

Emma will be working more closely with the college and we welcome their support.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 2 visited Bolton Magistrates Court as part of their learning about British     

values. Learners had a guided tour of one of the court rooms - looking at where the 

judge, the jury, the witnesses and the suspects sit. Sadly we can can’t share all the      

photographs as the court rooms are secure places!  

Bolton Magistrates Court 

Wheels for All, learning about Islam, 

gardening, making soap as part of 

enterprise and visiting community 

venues …. Group 1 have had a 

busy and productive term! 



Great British Spring Clean Week 

Bolton Green Umbrella supports groups and like-minded individuals to form a 

network that promotes the aim of making Bolton a cleaner and greener town for 

all its residents.  Birtenshaw College is                                                                              

committed to looking after the local                                                                                         

environment and have taken Bolton                                                                                           

Green Umbrella’s pledge to do so.   

 

For more information visit  

https://www.boltongreenumbrella.org.uk/   

 

As part of our commitment, learners and staff  took part in the Great British 

Spring Clean Week and worked hard to improve the college grounds and the 

front of the college premises on Crompton Way.  

British Pie Week 

Throughout the week learners on the Catering and Hospitality pathway cooked a 

range of pies as part of the daily lunch menu.  

 

At the end of the week Group 5 visited the Carrs 

Pasties factory to find out how pasties are made 

from raw ingredients through to the final product. 

Learners had a tour of the factory and were able to 

discuss different job roles with staff. Health and 

safety within the workplace was discussed and 

learners enjoyed tasting a range of pasties at the 

end of their visit! 



 Fabioulous Fabio 

We welcomed Fabio Errate,           

bestselling author and Italian pizza 

chef to college this term. Fabio has 

been providing authentic Italian pizza-

making experiences for learners and 

the results have been amazing! 

My name is Tom Ashworth. I am an awesome artist / illustrator with Autism. I have 
recently graduated from Bolton University in 2018 but it’s been quite a struggle for 
me, not fully knowing what my dream job was with illustration, with not given a 
great enough chance to work for myself as a self employed artist.  
 
I am introducing my self employed illustration business service to your parents /
carers. 
 
I also work with Frank Owen at Ethical Recruitment, who are based at Bridgeman 
Place, Bolton. They help people with disabilities get into the work place.  
 
I have attached an of example of my work which is a drawing of the Bolton Town 
Hall, as this will give you an insight into some creative potential with what I do with 
illustration. And I also draw pet portraits as a service for a living, as I like any kind of 
pet to draw in general. 

Tom Ashworth 

Sophia, Frank and Tom from Ethical Recruitment visited learners at college to      

discuss what they offer for young adults. Ethical Recruitment 

 are passionate about finding employment for people with unique abilities  

 give candidates the skills to build a Pathway to Paid Employment  

 supports candidates wishing to work rather than receiving Employment Benefits. 

For more information visit https://ethicalrecruitment.org.uk/  


