HOW MANY PUPILS CAN FIT INTO A METRE SQUARE?

THE MOON LANDING…
CONSPIRACY?

ROAD SAFETY
BOCCIA MASTERS
CHEFS IN
THE
MAKING

During the Autumn term Goshawks have
been exploring space across the
curriculum.

For science they have looked at
the sun, earth and moon. They
have explored the planets and
the solar system and then
completed exciting activities
such as space scavenger hunts
and experiments.

Goshawks looked at craters on the
moon and completed an experiment
using baby oil, corn flour and rocks,
to show what happens to the moon
when craters crash into the moon.

‘Preparation for Adulthood’
has always been a big focus
at Birtenshaw School. This
year we introduced a full Life
Skills morning session each
week for most classes.

Life
Skills

In the morning, pupils explore
different recipes and create
their shopping lists. They then
visit the supermarket to find all
their different ingredients with
as much independence as
possible. Buzzards Class have
been working on packing their
own bags and using the self
scanners on their own.

Once back in school
pupils follow their
recipes to create their
meal. The focus is on
developing different
skills such as chopping,
stirring or grating etc.
They then taste and
evaluate their hard
work.

Seven pupils entered the Young Writers poetry Competition

AND WON!
Out of over 20 000 entries the following poems were chosen and will
appear in a published book of Monster Poetry

Buzzards Class have been learning about
different jobs and the skills needed to be
successful. In class they explored the role of
a fire fighter before visiting the local fire
station to find out more.

At the fire station
pupils were able to
look at some of the
things a fire fighter
does as part of their
job, they also let
them explore some
of the equipment
used to fight fires.

In science Owls Class
have been
discovering how
volcanoes are formed
and the different
types of volcanoes

They watched lots of
videos of volcanoes
erupting and then
followed instructions to
create their own erupting
volcanos by
experimenting with
different ingredients

This term Sparrows Class have been
working on a new enterprise project
and developing new literacy and
numeracy skills by planning their own
Milkshake
Café.
They
made
milkshakes of all different flavours
and invited everyone from other
classes as well as the admin staff. It
was a great success.

On Wednesday 13 October 2019, pupils from Birtenshaw School Bolton
started a twelve week programme with Bolton Wanderers FC Community
Trust. This fantastic initiative gives pupils the chance to participate in a
wide range of sports as well as building confidence, social skills, team
work and communication.
The first session was held in Bolton
Wanderers football ground. This was the
first time some pupils had been inside a
football stadium and it really made the
session special for them.

Pupils participated in
Football, Boccia and Table
Tennis. All of the sports were
competitive with all pupils
cheering and motivating each
other. Thank you Bolton
Wanderers FC Community
Trust!

MERLINS
PEOPLE WHO

HELP US

Pupils in Merlins class have been exploring all the different people and
services that can help us and keep us safe. They started looking at the role of
doctors and nurses and enjoyed acting the part by “treating” their friends and
staff in class.

They also visited a local fire
station and police station
where they were able to meet
people who work within the
emergency services and ask
them questions. They enjoyed
seeing what it is like to answer
an emergency call, dress in
the right uniform and see the
emergency vehicles.

This year each class has “Work Skills / Life Skills” on their time
table for a morning or afternoon each week. These sessions are led by
LSA – Kevin Metcalfe.

this term all pupils are
working
together
to
improve the external
areas
around
the
school.
The
sessions
have been carefully
designed to ensure all
pupils can participate,
regardless
of
their
ability or barriers to
learning.

The young men in Ospreys have really enjoyed learning about cams
and gears this term in Design and Technology, designing and making
a moving toy as part of their BTEC Engineering qualification.
They started by designing
their moving toy and
annotating their designs to
explain the thinking behind
their ideas. They came up
with some brilliant and
creative designs such as
Spider Cats and Dragons.

Using cardboard they all made a
prototype moving toy and explored
the different shapes of cams and the
effect they have on the moving part.
This stage required a lot of problem
solving skills.
Kane found a brilliant piece of
software that simulated different
cams and gears before making his
prototype.

KESTRELS

Kestrels class have been extremely busy
this term; working towards their
ASDAN qualification by exploring the
local area

They have adventured far and wide and found many amazing places and secret
hide outs.
The qualification is
designed to support
pupils to develop their
community
participation skills and
find out ways that we
can care for our local
community.

After exploring the local
area, Kestrels class worked
together to help the
environment by making
recycled items out of old
pallets. They made a
brilliant storage box for all
the tools and equipment
used in work skills.

Thanks to Cash 4 Kids, all pupils
at Birtenshaw School in Bolton
now have their very own PE kit.
Pupils have loved getting into
their new gear before PE and
wearing them to different sporting
events.
One pupil said…

“I feel like a professional football
player wearing this”

Kiran and Louise are the Occupational therapists for
children’s services at Birtenshaw in Bolton and part of the
Bolton NHS Foundation Trust Community Paediatric
Team. They both have a range of specialist experience
and skills to support children accessing Birtenshaw
School.

This term the occupational therapists have introduced new group therapy sessions for all
pupils at Birtenshaw School Bolton such as;
Relaxation - This group is usually lead as a guided imagery session accompanied by
relaxing music. Relaxation can be a great way to start the day for many pupils and improves
concentration and mood, can reduce anger and frustration as well as fatigue.
Busy Bodies - A group designed to support sensory processing and sensory integration.
Pupils develop physical skills such as hopping, skipping and jumping, build body awareness
and strengthen core muscles.

Bouncersize – A group which provides vestibular and proprioceptive input, improves upper
and lower body strength, improves balance and promotes bilateral coordination.
Yoga – A relaxing space to promote emotional wellbeing, improved breathing, increase range
of motion and improves flexibility and strength.

They have been a huge success and staff and pupils have engaged in all of the sessions.
Staff have reported a significant improvement in attention and focus in lessons which has had
a positive impact on pupils learning, as well as a generally more positive and relaxed
atmosphere in school.

This year pupils will be performing in “Cinderella, the Pantomime – all in rhyme”. It is set to be
another amazing show with new lighting, a talented cast and a lot of laughs…

Although their can only be one Cinderella, it didn’t stop pupils
trying out for the part. Merlins made their own Cinderella
dress and mask and did their best pose for the camera.

The end of term school production is always a
highlight of the year and this year has been no
different. Classes have been busy rehearsing
and making props and costumes ready for the
show…oh yes they have!

