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A SURPRISE
VISIT…

COOKING SKILLS BTEC

Developing
Independence

An update from the feature in the Autumn
magazine…
All pupils who were part of the BWFC
programme received their certificates and
medals for excellent progress and participation
during a very special assembly in the Spring
Term.

To celebrate the end of the twelve week programme with Bolton
Wanderers FC Community Trust, we had a very special visitor who came
to meet all pupils on Wednesday 27 February.

We were presented with a Bolton Wanderers football top which had been
signed by all of the players.
Then it was picture time… Lofty had a long queue of pupils who wanted
their photograph with him.

TRAVELLING IN THE
COMMUNITY - GOING PLACES
Most pupils aged 14 and over are currently completing the Personal Progress
Qualification which is run by ASDAN. There are many different units and each
class focuses on one each term.

GOSHAWKS

Goshawks have really enjoyed the “travelling in the
community - going places” module this term and have
been exploring the local area and learning how to cross
different types of roads safely.

KESTRELS

Kestrels visited a local café. They ordered from the menu, paid for their items
and enjoyed a relaxing afternoon drinking tea or hot chocolate. The staff at the
café were so impressed by the children’s manners that they all given a free
biscuit to dunk.

SPARROWS

Pupils in Sparrows
access the community
regularly. They enjoyed
choosing the flowers
they wanted to give out
on Valentines Day.

ospreys

As part of their BTEC Engineering
project, Osprey’s class have been
looking at the structure and
mechanics of Dyson products by
taking them apart. This is called
Design for Disassembly
and it is a brilliant way of finding
out how products are fitted together
and how all the components work
together to help create a finished
product that we see in our shops.

Ospreys received the
vacuum cleaner parts as
well as the right tools for
the job. They followed
videos and instructions in
order to disassemble the
products so they could see
how all the parts are
designed to fit together

It has been great to see pupils so engaged in a
project and they worked very well together as a
team and supported each other.

BE WARNED…. YOU ARE
ABOUT TO SEE OSPREYS
DOING SOMETHING WE
NEVER THOUGHT POSSIBLE!

THIS IS YOUR LAST
WARNING…PLEASE MAKE
SURE YOU ARE SEATED
As well as looking at how the
products are made, they also
wanted to explore how they
work…
…and the only way to do this
is to CLEAN! The school had
never looked so tidy and,
although they might not
admit it, they actually
enjoyed the activity
After trying and testing the Dyson, Shark and
Gtec; pupils compared all three and considered
what they would look for in a cleaner when they
have their own property to look after.
They then went onto the product websites and
left some very helpful…and some quite critical
reviews. Have a read of Kane’s…

Design- The Shark Liftaway has a rather simplistic design of that you would expect of a standard upright hoover, with
great choice of materials making it rather lightweight and durable with a great assembly process that anybody can do
if it were to come in pieces. Features- The hoover is very manoeuverable with the hand movement and the rotation of
the cleaner, detachable parts for specified uses such as cleaning the stairs, corners and more. The hoover has a light
on the front of it so you can see what you are trying to hoover up from places like underneath your sofa and with a
suction control for the different lengths of carpet you may need it for. The storage bin is removable so you can use it
separately from the hoover in case you were to ever need to travel with or perhaps clean out your car with it.
Performance- As mentioned before, the movement of the base of the hoover is extremely smooth and will just glide
along floors as you move your hand, the suction control will be handy such as carpet which will get you instant results
to bring out even more colour than any over hoover has been able to get out of it so far, the only issue with it seems to
be that it has a bit of a struggle on hard surfaces. Verdict- With more suction power than any other hoover I have used
to date with an affordable price it is an ideal hoover. The Shark Liftaway hoover is an overall brilliant choice in my eyes,
with a great control and many additional features with more than I have mentioned above, I’m sure that you will love
this product as much as I have.

Kites class have been exploring nature as part of their Work
Skills lessons; going out into the community to develop their
communication, team work, turn taking and social interaction
skills. For Eco Schools they made their own personal tree
decorations and went out into the community to hang them on
a tree. They took them down afterwards to make sure they
didn’t do anything to harm the environment.

Back in the classroom; pupils explored different animal
habitats and looked at what environments different animals
are attracted to.

They made some excellent bug hotels and birds nest out of natural materials that they
had found on their offsite activities

Merlins class have really enjoyed their work skills and life
skills lessons this term and have been working hard to get
the garden areas ready for planting in the spring.

They really enjoyed using the garden equipment
and turning the soil over ready for planting.

The Work Skills sessions are a brilliant way for pupils to
develop new practical skills, as well as learning all about
teamwork, listening and following instructions.

Pupils and staff at Birtenshaw School Bolton celebrated “Random
Acts of Kindness day” in lot of different ways…
Kite’s class made an
act of kindness tree
with nice messages of
how they can help
other people, shared
different games and
decorated biscuits for
each other.

Haroon and
Eva went to
life skills to
help recycle
and empty
bins for staff

Sparrow’s class
made cards and
gifts for people

Kestrel’s class played a kindness
game and coloured in squares
when they did something kind

Buzzard’s class wrote out kind
messages to their friends and
decorated a tree with them

Merlin’s class have been
helping out their friends
and tidying up after dinner.
They have also been
holding doors open for
people.

DEVEOPING INDEPENDENCE
MANAGING MONEY
Kites class have been working really hard to develop more independence and
have been preparing themselves for adulthood. One of the topics they have been
focussing on this term is “money”.

Pupils in Kites really enjoy practical lessons and learn better when they
complete ‘hands on’ activities.

Pupils have been comparing coins with other objects, played coin bingo,
searched the school for hidden coins and enjoyed some messy play.

The best way to learn about money, is of course; using it! Once pupils in
Kites were able to recognise most of the coins, they hit the shops and put
their learning into practice. The cashier at ASDA was really patient and
helpful with pupils. What a brilliant example of developing independence.

World Book Day was celebrated on Thursday 05 March this year. Birtenshaw School’s
tradition is a big fancy dress and themed day on the Friday and this year was no
different. Everyone made a brilliant effort and there were some fantastic costumes.

This term in Design Technology classes have been looking at different
architecture and exploring how building and structures are made.

Pupils in Buzzards had a brilliant trip to Bolton Wanderers football stadium where
they were able to explore the grounds and see lots of different features of the
stadium. They had the whole stadium to themselves!

Back in the classroom pupils started to look at how they could use this experience
to help them design their own stadium.

Pupils created this teardrop
shaped stadium using twigs and
cable ties. They even added some
tiny goals and tiny players to make
it look more realistic.

PUPIL
VOICE

The Pupil Voice team at Birtenshaw School are very influential and meet regularly
for lots of different reasons, one being; ways that we can improve the school.

They have made some important changes
around school since September and all
pupils have benefitted from the
improvements that have been made.

In the early 1900s Lord Leverhulme worked with
landscape architect Thomas Mawson on the
design of the terraced gardens, known locally as
the ‘Chinese gardens’ up in the hills of Rivington.
When he died in 1925 the gardens fell into a
state of disrepair and the area is very overgrown
and untidy.
The Rivington Heritage Trust is leading a restoration project which includes over 200 volunteers.
Pupils at Birtenshaw School in Bolton are working with the Rivington Heritage Trust and a group
of pupils and staff support the restoration project every week.

Pupils have worked with other local volunteers and have been supporting a number of different
projects including path restoration, wall restoration and general maintenance of the routes
around the gardens, clearing away trees and making the access safe for visitors.

Pupils in Sparrows Class are working towards developing their independence and being
prepared for adulthood. The continuing theme throughout their curriculum is safety; how to
keep themselves safe and communicating to the right people when they feel unsafe.

As well as looking at people in the community
who can help them, Sparrows Class also
identified “safe strangers” in the school
environment and explored safe people who are
there to help them if needed.

Sparrows Class have
also been identifying
hazards
and
risks
around school. Pupils
have looked at what is
in place to keep people
safe in school.

Pupils have also been
learning to identify risks
and what do to if you
spot a risk.

Pupils in Owls Class are all working towards the BTEC Pre Vocational Studies. One of the units
is about accessing the local community and exploring the local area.

As well we exploring the local area, pupils have also been learning about different cultures. They
have visited lots of different supermarkets including; Chinese, Indian and Pakistani and enjoyed
sampling different cuisines from around the world.

Birtenshaw

Move over MasterChef…pupils at Birtenshaw School are about to give you a
run for your money!
Our priority at Birtenshaw School has always been to ensure pupils are prepared for
adulthood. The Cooking Skills BTEC is a brilliant way to encourage this priority whilst
supporting pupils to gain a recognised accreditation.

The Level 1 BTEC is a brilliant introduction to cooking a range
of recipes. As part of the accreditation, pupils must prepare
and cook a one course meal independently.

Pupils working towards the Level 2 BTEC have been developing their kitchen skills
over the past term. They have chosen a two course meal to prepare. They are just
putting the finishing touches to their masterpieces before the final exam!

Party and Play Funhouse, a large indoor children’s play centre in
Wingates Industrial Park near Westhoughton in Bolton host a regular
Monday slot 4-6pm for children and young adults with special needs.
Although your children remain your responsibility throughout your visit,
this session provides a lot of mutual support and interaction for parents,
carers and children.
Wingates Industrial Estate, Westhoughton
01942 818195 info@partyandplayfunhouse.co.uk

Monthly stay and bounce activity for Disabled children and young
people aged 5 - 19 and their siblings. £5.95 per bouncer plus any
adult carers go for free. 2nd Wednesday monthly from 5pm to
6.30pm at Airvault in Westhoughton, Bolton.
Wingates Industrial Estate, Westhoughton
07717 434840 breakbarriers3@gmail.com

Wheels for All develops cycling
activities for children and young
people with disabilities or differing
needs.
Leverhulme Park Community Centre
01204336843 jamie.agar@bolton.g
ov.uk
Vue Cinemas
will host an
autism friendly
film at 10am
on the last
Sunday of
every month.

The CEA Card is a national card scheme
developed for UK cinemas by the UK
Cinema Association (UKCA). The Card
enables a disabled cinema guest to
receive a complimentary ticket for
someone to go with them when they visit
a participating cinema.
Apply online at
www.ceacard.co.uk

Tiny Rockers Soft play centre with
sensory room. For children of all abilities
ages 0-12 years.
Monday-Friday 9.30am-2.30pm,
Saturday-Sunday 10am-4pm.
Buckshaw Village
Tel: 01257 208 884

Connect sessions are performance projects for people with
disabilities and learning difficulties.
£3 per session or £30 per season as a donation.
Tel: 01282 427767
Email: kat.osborn@burnleyyouththeatre.org
Facebook: @BurnleyYouthTheatre

Reach up and Go is a service
for children and young people
with a disability. Activities
include, sports and games,
outdoor adventure, wheels
for all and horse riding. Pus
bowling, gymnastics clubs,
and farms.
Tel: 01257 515 151
kay.unsworth@chorley.gov.u
k
Venues around Chorley

U-NITE – The Youth Zone.
Youth club for young
people aged 12-19 with
SEND or confidence
issues living in South
Ribble. Please contact
organiser before attending.
Fridays, 4.30pm-6.30pm.
West-Paddock, Leyland
Tel: 01772 532 930
helen.gardener@lancashir
e.gov.uk

