Birtenshaw
School
Merseyside
Thank you for your interest in Birtenshaw School Merseyside
Our vision is to ‘brighten lives and build futures’ by
ensuring that all pupils receive the same learning
and social opportunities as other children. We
achieve this by providing outstanding purposebuilt facilities and a creative curriculum tailored to
meet pupils’ individual needs.
Birtenshaw School Merseyside offers education
for children aged 3-19 with a moderate to severe learning disability and/or complex health
needs in conjunction with:
- Autistic Spectrum Condition
- Communication difficulties
- Multi-sensory impairment
- Significant medical conditions
- Physical disability
- Behaviours that some may find challenging
The school building has been specifically designed to be autism friendly, with wide corridors and low arousal décor to reduce distraction and create an environment conducive to
learning. We also offer a range of therapeutic interventions which support children’s
academic and social development. Birtenshaw’s established services based in Bolton
have Autism Accreditation from the National Autistic Society and Birtenshaw School Merseyside have adopted these standards and work towards accreditation.
The school’s approach is based on the principle of Total Communication, where every behaviour is viewed as communication and we see it
as our responsibility to understand what the young person wants or
needs.
We ensure that our routines and structures support pupils to feel safe
and happy. With a dedicated staff team and our unique approach we
provide a supportive and safe environment where all young people
make progress regardless of their starting point.
Choosing a school for a child with complex needs can be a difficult decision, if you would
like to view the services or would like further details, we would be delighted to meet with
you.
Julie Barnes, CMgr, FCMI, M.Ed, NPQH, BA(Hons)

Curriculum
The curriculum at Birtenshaw School Merseyside gives pupils the opportunity to learn and develop in a supportive and
creative environment in which there is a focus on recognising achievement and supporting progression. By offering a
broad, balanced and personalised programme based on the
National Curriculum and EYFS we are able to create individualised learning plans to meet the needs of each pupil.
The curriculum is blended with opportunities for pupils to
develop functional skills, independence skills and skills for
working life as appropriate.

Safeguarding
Keeping every child safe,
protecting them from
harm and promoting their
welfare is our highest
priority. Our staff team
all have an enhanced
DBS disclosure certificate. All staff participate
in extensive and regular
safeguarding training.

Learning outcomes are accredited via AQA unit awards and,
where appropriate, Entry Level qualifications - Functional
Skills and BTEC, ASDAN Awards, Arts Award and GCSEs.

In addition to the academic curriculum, personalised
timetables provide opportunities for pupils to withdraw from
some lessons to participate in therapy sessions with the Occupational Therapist (OT) and Speech and Language Therapist (SaLT).

Staffing
Our classes are taught by
qualified and experienced
teachers who are specialists
in Special Educational Needs.
Each class group is supported
by a team of Learning Support
Assistants.
A full list of staff and their
qualifications is available on
request.

Facilities
We believe that the physical environment is essential in setting a positive climate for learning. Our
new building opened in January 2018, it is airy and
spacious and provides a calm and safe space in
which young people can thrive.
The school has a sensory integration room, rebound
therapy room, multi-sensory dark room, 25m hydrotherapy pool with multi-sensory sound and light
system and soft play area as well as the latest
technologies in the classrooms such as
touchscreens and iPads.

Outside, there are safe enclosed areas for play, a
Multi Use Games Area and the school is adjacent to
a conservation area.

Our Ethos
Our dedication to ‘brightening lives and building futures’ for children and young people with
special needs is based on the notion of ‘ordinary life principles.’
Disabled children and young people are often excluded from activities others take for granted.
We ensure that the children and young people we support have the same learning and social
opportunities as other children.

Therapeutic Support
Every child who attends Birtenshaw school
Merseyside has an individual programme of
therapeutic support. During transition and induction Speech and Language and Occupational Therapists will meet the child and assess
their needs for speech and language and sensory support. Recommended strategies are
then reinforced by class teachers and support
assistants to ensure a holistic approach.

Transition and Induction
Starting a new school can be quite daunting.
Many of the children and young people who
come to Birtenshaw have been out of education for a period of time and/or have had
negative experiences of school in the past.
Our transition arrangements ensure that the
child and their parents and carers are given
opportunities to visit the school and meet
key people before the official start date.
Enrichment
The curriculum is enriched by educational trips and visits, local community links
and opportunities within the timetable to
explore new activities.

An individual Transition Plan is drawn up for
each young person which includes visits to
the school, working with current or previous
schools and
gathering information from
health professionals or therapists so that
we can best support the young person from
day one.
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