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Pupils share their moments of pride 



What have you done today to 

make you feel proud?

I am proud 

that I beat my 

personal best 

on the 

treadmill of 

three minutes

I am proud 

that I really 

engaged in 

gardening and 

developed 

new skills

I am proud of myself for 

working really hard on 

developing my 

independent skills

We are 

proud of 

being able 

to work 

with each 

other and 

learning 

how to be 

friends

I am proud of 

myself because 

my handwriting 

has improved

I am really proud of myself 

because I have settled in 

well at Birtenshaw and I am 

learning to manage my 

behaviours 

I am really 

proud of 

myself 

because I 

am 

learning to 

write my 

own name

I am really 

proud of 

working really 

hard in the 

poly tunnel 



We are really proud of 

ourselves because we 

have made a friend and 

we can work together

I am proud that I 

went to the gym for 

the first time and I 

went on the bike 

and the treadmill. I 

worked really hard!

I am proud of 

myself because I 

have learnt to 

make a sandwich 

with minimal 

prompts from 

staff. 

I am really proud 

because I have 

gained my level 

1 cooking skills 

BTEC

I am really proud of 

myself because I 

am becoming really 

independent 

carrying out my 

personal hygiene 

routines. 

I am really proud 

of how hard I am 

working in 

lessons. I can 

even read and 

plot coordinates 

on a grid. 

We are really proud of ourselves 

because we made our own 

delicious cereal bars

I am really proud 

of the mothers 

day card I made. 

I even put a little 

tab on so mum 

can hold it easily. 



In these pictures you can 

see pupils in Merlin’s class 

enjoying an interactive 

dinosaur surprise which 

was full of colour, texture, 

dinosaur sounds and 

interesting objects that 

they had to dig through 

and explore. It is lovely to 

see so many smiles and 

hear so much laughter as 

pupils played together 

independently and 

celebrated being happy as 
one FIERCE team!

Supporting good mental health is always at the top of the list 

at Birtenshaw School and so we decided to use Children’s 

Mental Health week to share all the amazing things we do 

every day to stay emotionally and physically well. 

Pupils in Sparrows Class have being learning 

about the importance of being kind to others and 

sharing some happiness around school. They 

made some random act of kindness boxes to put 

inspiring quotes in and hid them around school 

for people to find. 

Goshawks held a special talent 

show called ‘Express yourself’. 

Pupils were encouraged to be 

themselves and to express 

themselves through dance, singing, 

sports and drama!

Kites believe that you are never fully dressed without 

a smile. Here they are putting on their best smiles.

Kites also used 

their hands and 

feet to express 

themselves 

through art. 

They used their 

art to make 

posters.



Pupils in Kites do a lot of work on developing their independence and this term they 

have been learning to choose the most appropriate clothing for the weather. They also 

played a game where pupils had to dress up and their peers had to guess what 

weather they were ready for. 

KITES CLASS

In creative curriculum pupils have been 

comparing different countries. They explored 

a talking map and shared interesting facts 

with their friends

All pupils have Individual 

Learning Plans with their 

own personal targets that 

they work on each term. 

Pupils in Kites are making 

great progress against 

their targets. Here you can 

see Ethan and Max 

making brilliant progress 

at recognising and writing 

their name.

Kites have also 

been busy learning 

new cooking skills 

and different 

equipment so they 

know how to make 

quick, tasty and 

healthy meals 

using the toaster, 

kettle and 

microwave



As well as also being able to play The 

Court of King Caractacus on the guitar, 

he can also sign the whole song!

OWLS
It has been like a cat walk show

in Owls this term. Just like pupils

in Kites – pupils in Owls class

have also been learning what

clothes are appropriate for the

weather.

After consolidating what clothing

is needed for different weathers,

pupils then dressed themselves

and staff in Owls class for a very

cold snowy day. Pupils

remembered that if it is cold we

need to wear a coat, scarf and

gloves to protect ourselves and

stay warm.

Phil has been showing off 

his guitar skills in class 

and keeping everyone 

entertained with his 

amazing talent. His 

favourite songs to play are 

Eye of the tiger by 

Survivor and Firework by 

Katy Perry. 

Meet Phil 



Mark 
Mark has been at Birtenshaw since 22 

February and is currently working as 

Osprey’s Class Teacher whilst Caroline 

enjoys her maternity leave with her beautiful 

new baby boy; Archie.

The staff are helpful 

and have looked after 

me, they are also good 

at supporting the young 

people.

Ospreys put Mark under 

the microscope…

How have you enjoyed your first week? 

I was nervous about starting and was awake most of Sunday night, but as the 

week went on I felt better. I got lost looking for the microwave and when an email 

from a staff member came through I thought it was a lady and it was a male

When the time is right, I 

would like to go on 

offsite activities e.g. 

kayaking, looking at 

graffiti art, walks. 

What do you think about the staff? 



Sparrows class have been working with Bolton Contemporary who 

have been commissioned to produce a series of walking guides for 

Greater Manchester called “Accessible Adventures”. The guides are 

intended to encourage disabled people to exercise outside and be 

able to do so safely. 

Pupils have been following the trails using 

the booklets and explored all around the 

Smithill’s area. Once back at school pupils 

then give their own feedback on the trails 

and have also designed their own booklets to 

send over to Bolton Contemporary. 

These walks have also helped 

pupils gain evidence that they 

can use towards their ASDAN 

PPQ module - Developing 

Community Participation. 

Everyone is really enjoying the 

project; working collaboratively 

with another organisation and 

getting exercise and some 

fresh air at the same time. On 

some of their walks, pupils 

have also bumped into a few 

cheeky animals too!

Sparrows have also made a 

brilliant display in their 

classroom.

Sparrows 



Ospreys now have a range of quizzes with 

themes from football to Disney. Pupils have 

thought about their own questions and added 

their own pictures to make their quizzes really 

engaging. 

If you want to have a go at making your own 

quiz, go to… 

KAHOOT.COM

“Kahoot! is a game-based learning platform 

that makes it easy to create, share and play 

learning games or trivia quizzes in minutes”

Ospreys class have been using a new learning platform to design quizzes as part of their 

ICT lessons. Kahoot! Quizzes are a great tool for encouraging interaction and for sharing 

new topics with pupils. 

“it was 

good and I 

am 

enjoying 

doing it”

“it is amazing!”

“I like quizzes and 

enjoyed making 

this one”
“It’s 

alright”

Once the quizzes are made they 

can be linked up to phones or 

tablets so that everyone can join in 

wherever they are. The picture on 

the left shows what it looks like 

when you have made it. 

Millie enjoyed making 

quizzes using Kahoot! 

so much so that she 

even went home and 

made some in her own 

time. 



Buzzards have had lots of 

fun pretending to be 

detectives, they have been 

making their own detective 

equipment and using 

sensory materials to look for 

clues – most of all they just 

loved getting themselves 

and the classroom very 

messy!

Pupils in Buzzards class have been extremely busy this term. Hopefully we can fit all their 

adventures on this page…

In Literacy they have been 

focusing on stories and looking at 

different characters and their 

features – our favourite book was 

‘mystery of the missing cake’, we 

recreated the story by making our 

own cake and having a mystery 

fancy dress party in class – how 

AMAZING do they look in our 

fancy dress outfits. 

A huge achievement for 

Buzzards this term has been 

getting all pupils in a vehicle 

together and going offsite to 

explore their community. 

They have visited parks in 

the local area and loved 

exploring the outdoors and 

having lots of fun with their 

friends.

Buzzards have been 

absolute superstars in 

Numeracy; using 

colours to match, 

sequence and make 

their pictograms. As 

always…this involved 

getting very messy yet 

again.  



Merlins have had a busy term 

as well! They have been 

really working hard to develop 

their skills and here you can 

see Aminna practicing using a 

ruler. All pupils used these 

skills to make their own jigsaw 

puzzles. 

Merlin’s Class 

celebrated 

Children’s Mental 

Health week by 

planning a big 

Luau party. They 

made leis and 

danced to their 
favourite songs. 

Merlins

Janos has had a brilliant term 

and the staff are extremely 

proud of his progress in all 

areas! As you can see from this 

photograph; Janos is also 

extremely proud of himself. 

Here is a picture of Janos 

having finished a jigsaw that he 

worked on for an hour mostly 

by himself. 

In the spotlight…



Wednesday 20 January was Presidents Day and Zakir had his own 

desk at the front of class with decorations, he even chose to wear a 

tie. Zakir then had a special visit from Kaylie the Head of School and 

was given an award for working so hard to become Kestrels 

President.

The President was in charge of the day and asked his friends to help 

him do the schedule for the day choosing Literacy, yoga, American 

football in PE and held a meeting to discuss any problems and things 

they would like to change. 

Kestrels Class have been watching CBBC Newround

each morning as part of morning routine and back in 

January there was a lot  of coverage of the American 

Presidency. They talked about what qualities are needed 

for a good President including; being fair with everyone, 

being kind, good behaviour and looking smart.

Each child then wrote a statement of why they would be 

a good class President and what they would do if they 

were President for a day. 

Pupils and staff all voted for who they wanted to be president for the day and Zakir won!

The President has added 

ball games at Choose and 

cereal at snack time.

The President also 

requested to watch Mr Bean 

with his friends, The 

President had a great day 

and the whole class 

enjoyed the day. 



World Book Day is always the highlight of the year and something that we really look forward to. 

It was a little bit different this year due to the 

pandemic and we couldn’t do our whole school 

assembly as normal in the hall, however that 

did not stop all classes from getting in the spirit 

of reading and dressing up as their favourite 

characters for a whole school video assembly. 

Buzzards made their way down the 

yellow brick road in their brilliant 

Wizard of Oz costumes. As you can 

see from their page, they appear to 

spend very little time not in fancy 

dress and today was no different. 

Buzzards class love ALL books and 

they even made a lovely display about 

the Wizard of Oz.




